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As my great friend Aryonna Rivera once said, “with new people come new eras.” 

Over 12 years ago when we started our lives at Donegal, an era began. An era filled with 

our best friends, our favorite teachers, recess, field trips, late nights, homecoming, prom, and 

now graduation. I want you all to reflect on the amazing memories that we have made together 

these past thirteen years. And importantly, take these memories wherever you go.  

But I say that with caution. As we have matured through our years at Donegal, we have 

come to understand that our seemingly blissful community is an inaccurate representation of the 

world around us. Many individuals our age do not experience the wonderful and eventful era we 

have all had from kindergarten to our senior year. Specifically, I know many of the students 

sitting here today have endured incomprehensible struggles. Our earth is permeated with 

violence, illness, and inequality. It would be easy to allow our safe and idyllic experience at 

Donegal to obfuscate us from the dismal reality of the many areas of the world, but as we leave 

today, it is our job to better it. 

Moving forward, I hope that you will cherish the memories you have made with your 

classmates, but do that while embracing the new people and opportunities that are ahead of you. 

When we entered kindergarten, most of us did not know each other, but we were willing to form 

everlasting bonds that make saying goodbye difficult. So as we all diverge into our different 

paths, I ask you to form new friendships as if it were the first day of kindergarten again.  

I know it is frightening. Meeting new people can cause high anxiety. We all fear that they 

may judge us, ridicule us, or even loathe us. We may be victims of this fear; however, we may 

also be the ones who perpetuate this fear onto other people. Embrace diversity and the 

nonconformities in our society. Do not isolate yourselves by only associating with people who 
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are similar to you. Our individuality is shaped by the various backgrounds of others we meet, 

regardless if we like them or not. We must never let the ones who belittle us prevent us from 

experiencing new opportunities, and we must promise to never be the ones who belittle other 

people.  

It is paramount to form connections with people who are not like yourself. And I do not 

only mean our friends of different nations, ethnicities, and cultures. We must be willing to 

engage with others who differ politically and economically. The consequences of surrounding 

ourselves with people who think just like us are present in our nation today. The polarization that 

we see in media and politics inhibits us from progress. Although polarization is problematic, we, 

as the future of America, possess the power to prevent it from worsening. Together, we can use 

our efforts to create a more perfect America by not becoming the victims of polarization or 

confirmation bias. We must read articles that differ from our beliefs, the stories that make us 

uncomfortable. We must talk to the people who do not think like us, who are the ones we avoid 

because their beliefs anger us. And I mean this for everyone, regardless of political affiliation. 

We fail as a nation when we are unwilling to talk and listen to each other. And these refusals to 

unify as one nation obstructs any progress that we may see in the coming future. I know that 

there are contradicting opinions about our current government; however, we must continue to 

stand together and work to warrant a change in our country that promotes equal rights for all 

Americans, regardless of their ethnicity, gender, religion, and sexual orientation. I ask that when 

you leave tonight and begin the next era of your life, please persist with an open mind.  

But somehow no matter how arduously we try, we are still segregated economically. For 

all the ones who are attending college, there are others who may not due to its financial burden. 
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This rift causes our country further economic division, allowing the wealthy to thrive while the 

poor struggle. And even though this issue is perplexing, it is important for us to take advantage 

of the privilege that many of us have to go to college, while also attempting to guarantee that the 

future of America ensures higher education for all of its citizens. Back in Pakistan, where much 

of my family lives, I witnessed the education my cousins had access to. And obviously, it is not 

as prestigious as the education that we receive in the United States. We take for granted every 

day the opportunities we have at our fingertips, such as technology, libraries, teachers, and 

mentors. Moving forward, I reflect on my times in Pakistan as a reason to be grateful for where I 

am today, and I hope my family background encourages all of you to create a new era of 

acknowledging the educational privilege we have in this country. In the next era, we must take 

advantage of our opportunities to contribute to a stronger America and a more equitable global 

society.  

Our global society, too, is more interconnected than ever. Most of us communicate 

through our cell phones on various forms of social media, whether it be Snapchat, Instagram, or 

Twitter. Although these apps make it much easier to talk to various groups of people from 

around the world, it is also hindering our ability to communicate with those right in front of us. 

Often, when we are with friends, we are all usually trapped in this little digital bubble. We are all 

together, yet we are still stuck on our social media, checking to see how many snaps we have to 

respond to, likes we have received, or followers we have gained. This addiction ultimately leads 

to missed opportunities. And I am guilty for this as I am sure all of you are guilty as well. I have 

missed meaningful conversations with my teachers, peers, and family because I cared more 

about what was trending on Twitter than how my mother’s day at work was. I was more 
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consumed with the drama on someone’s snapchat story than the personal record my sister made 

at her cross country race. We are missing out on moments that we have with our family. And 

time is running out. So as this era ends and the new one begins, I hope we can create meaningful 

moments with the people close to us and strive to make the world a more beautiful place. And 

we can all start with the smallest actions, such as making a connection with the person sitting 

next to you.  

There is much to do now that our era of high school is over. Even though the challenges I 

have presented here tonight are daunting, I know we can meet them. The hard work and 

dedication we have put into our education in these thirteen years has prepared us to address the 

world’s challenges. As we move on with our lives to various places on this earth, take with you 

the memories made at Donegal High School, but also make this upcoming era better than the 

last. Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


